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MARINA SCANDAL 
 EXPERTS SAY EIA SHOULD NEVER HAVE BEEN CONSIDERED. 

Will the wealthy play while the Peninsula goes thirsty? 

Placencia Marina Ltd. wants to build a marina for 

300 boats ï but first they should answer these ques-

tions. 

HOW  can you get permission to build a marina 

when you donôt even say in your plans where the 

exact location is? 

HOW  can you get permission to build a marina 

when you SAY the size is 34 acres, but your plans 

show the true size is 60 acres? 

HOW  can you get permission to build a marina 

when your plans arenôt drawn up to proper engi-

neering standards? 

HOW  can you get permission to build a marina 

when the soil you plan to build on hasnôt even been 

tested to see if itôs safe to build there? 

HOW  can you get permission to build a marina 

when you havenôt shown where the fresh water 300 

boats will need is coming from? 

HOW  can you get permission to build a marina 

when you havenôt clearly explained how waste and 

toilet pump out for 300 boats will be dealt with? 

HOW  can you get permission to build a marina 

when it is going to be slap in the middle of a main 

navigation channel? 

 

And finally, HOW can you get permission to 

build a marina when the Overwater Guide-

lines CLEARLY STATE that large marinas 

must not be built on the East coast of the 

Placencia Peninsula? 
For a full report on the scandal of the Placencia Ma-

rina EIS, turn to page 2.  

SHOW US THE MONEY!  

In 2005, the Belize Tourism Board (BTB) and the 

Protected Areas Conservation Trust (PACT) spon-

sored a major study of the cruise ship industry in Be-

lize.  The Center on Eco-Tourism and Sustainable 

Development and the INCAE Business School of 

Costa Rica performed the study, much of which fo-

cused on interviews with guides, tour operators, cruise 

ship passengers, government officials, hotel owners, 

shopkeepers, restaurant owners and cab drivers.  

(Referred to as the CESD Study in the rest of this arti-

cle.) 

People surveyed for the CESD Study identified cruise 

ship benefits as increased investment in Belize City, 

jobs and infrastructure.  The main drawbacks identif-

fied by those surveyed  included:  

 

So, what does this mean about the question of cruise 

ships in Placencia and the rest of southern Belize. 

Local communities donôt know for sure, because the 

government hasnôt released any details after the Prime 

Ministerôs public statement on 6 January 2010 that 

cruise ships were coming to Placencia and that we had 

been consulted.  (We havenôt.)  For example, we donôt 

know how many cruise ships will visit the area, how 

often theyôll come, or where they will dock.  

 

Whatôs Your Number?  What we do know is that the 

cruise line is Royal Caribbean, and that the cruise ship 

will be a ñsmall one.ò  According to Royal Carib-

beanôs 2009 Annual Report, its smallest ship that vis-

its the western Caribbean can hold 1,800 passengers.  

Also according to the CESD study, 85% of these pas-

sengers will get off the boat while in port, meaning we 

can expect 1,530 passengers to visit southern Belize 

each time a cruise ship berths here.  Based on the 

CESD Study, when these 1,530 passengers come 

ashore, here is what they will likely do: 

These numbers add up to more than 1,530 because 

most passengers do more than one activity while on 

shore.  For example, the people who walk the beach or 

snorkel are also likely to shop.  (An article in Manag-

ing Cruise Ship Impacts states that shops close to the 

cruise ship dock selling jewelry, crafts and local spe-

cialties such as art and spices will benefit the most 

from cruise ship tourists.  Restaurants, general mer-

chandise stores and liquor stores will see little, if any, 

benefit.) 

SHORE LEAVE    
Among the questions that immediately arise when 

faced with the arrival of all these people:  

Can  Placencia Village, Monkey River, Red Bank, 

and our local rivers, cayes, beaches, dive sites, ruins 

and fisheries  handle these numbers of people one or 

more times a week (carrying capacity)?  

Who will provide the tours and make the money?  

What effect will these numbers have on our tradi-

tional overnight visitors? 

 

CARRYING CAPACITY  
The number of people a tourist site can sustainably 

accommodate has never been established for any of 

the sites already visited by cruise ship passengers.  

Tour guides interviewed for the CESD Study stated 

that the number of passengers visiting many sites,

especially the cayes and reef, exceed carrying capac-

ity, resulting in damage and destruction at these sites, 

particularly coral reefs.  The CESD Study strongly 

recommended establishing and enforcing carrying 

capacities for each site visited by cruise ship passen-

gers and keeping passengers completely away from 

the most pristine areas and cultural sites.  The CESD 

Study made those recommendations in 2005. Five 

years later,  carrying ca-

pacities still have  

Continued on P3  

Cruise ship tourism; the right image for Placencia?  

Will we see giant ships 

like this off the  

Peninsula in  the fu-

ture?  
Little on-shore spending by cruise ship passengers 

Conflicts with overnight tourists 
Increased drug and crime use 
Rise in land prices 

Traffic congestion 

Increased waste and pollution at tourist sites 

Most money made by large tour operators with little 

trickledown to local Belizeans 

719 will shop                            337 will take a river tour 

642 will go to the ruins             229 will take a wildlife tour 
535 will go to the beach                            46 will dive 
459 will take a hike or just walk around    30 will fish 
428 will snorkel 

 



MARINA SCANDAL 
Continued from front page  

 In June 2009, Placencia Marina, Ltd., owned 

by Romas, Ltd., a British Virgin Isles company that 

also owns The Placencia Hotel, submitted an Environ-

mental Impact Assessment (EIA) for a proposed 210 

slip marina to be constructed in the seabed between 

The Placencia Hotel and Copal Beach Resort.  The 

National Environmental Advisory Council (NEAC) 

rejected the Marina EIA because of concerns about 

missing and conflicting information.   

 In December 2009, Romas submitted an ad-

dendum to its original Marina EIA.  Plans for the Ma-

rina in the new EIA Addendum increased the size of 

the proposed Marina to 300 slips, but seemed to reduce 

the size of the Marina itself from 50 to 34 acres.  In 

January 2010, NEAC again refused to approve the Ma-

rina, based on continuing concerns about missing infor-

mation and environmental impacts.   

Concerns of NEAC and other Belize experts, including 

a Belize engineer, center around the following: 

Submitted plans do not provide the exact posi-

tion of the Marina; 

No studies were done to determine the effect 

the Marina will have on properties south of it 

ï will or will not the Marina cause erosion and 

how much if it will; 

The size of the Marina was miscalculated or 

misstated  ï the EIA Addendum says the Ma-

rina is 34 acres, while it really covers about 60 

acres when the breakwaters are included in the 

measurements; 

Submitted plans and maps for the Marina 

were not done to proper Belize engineering 

standards; 

Soil at the Marina site was not tested, meaning 

the Marina might be unsafe and could subside 

(collapse); 

The source and quantity of water for the Ma-

rina (and Copal Beach) was not determined, 

nor was the quality of the water tested to de-

termine whether itôs fit for drinking; 

The EIA and its Addendum are generic and 

not specific to the Marina; sections of the Ma-

rina EIA and Addendum are just copied from 

other EIAs; 

Source of fill materials for the breakwaters is 

not identified; 

Boating routes and navigation evaluation 

missing from submitted documents ï espe-

cially with respect to the ability of the 200 

foot boats to maneuver within the Marina; 

Coastal modeling and bathymetry studies 

were not done. 

 

In addition, the location of the proposed Marina ap-

pears to be right in the middle of a navigational chan-

nel.   

 

Finally, and very significantly, the proposed Marina is 

not permitted at all off Placenciaôa coast.  It does not 

comply with the newly adopted Overwater Structures 

Guidelines as endorsed by the Department of the Envi-

ronment (DOE).  

 

The Overwater Guidelines state in Section 14.1: 

The construction of Overwater Structures in coastal 

Urban Areas (Corozal Town, Belize City, Dangriga 

Town, Punta Gorda, San Pedro East Coast, Caye 

Caulker East Coast, St. Georgeôs Caye East Coast and 

Placencia East Coast) will not be allowed/permitted.  

Where extreme/vital need arises, proper justification 

for such individual case will need to have been legis-

lated for within Local Master Plans, must be low-

density (not more than 10 boat slips or 4,000 square 

feet), and will also be required to first have the written 

approval of the Local Planning Authority or Local 

Government, following a public consultation.  

(emphasis added) 

 

Based on the guidelines, should DOE even have ac-

cepted a proposal for this Marina?  Did DOEôs accep-

tance of the Marina proposal have something to do 

with another provision of the Overwater Guidelines 

that requires the developer to pay a yearly ñrental feeò 

to DOE equal to 5% of the value of beachfront prop-

erty of the same size as the developerôs proposed 

overwater structure?  In this case, that yearly fee will 

amount to somewhere in the range of $600,000 ï 

per year. 

 

No one begrudges more money for DOE, especially if 

DOE uses that money for monitoring and enforce-

ment.  But, Belize is certainly in a sorry state indeed if 

our government departments have to resort to getting 

operating monies by ignoring their own established 

guidelines ï especially DOE which performs such 

essential work in protecting our natural resources such 

as our drinking water and our fisheries. 

 

We do want to thank the dedicated Belize experts who 

provided the essential information about the proposed 

Placencia Marina that is presented in this article. 

Large marinas bring many issues with them. 

Letter to the Editor 

 

Karim Burges of Crimson Development and spearhead of UDPôs 

fundraising for the last national election was granted the contract to 

create and develop 191 lots in Placencia lagoon south of Placencia 

airstrip to expand housing options for Placencia Village residents. 

Who or what organisation granted this permission is unknown. 

 

Placencia residents selected by the Village Lots Committee can 

buy a lot for BZ$36,000 ï BZ$38,000.  According to announce-

ments made at previous village council meetings, the developer 

will install water, roads and electricity for the development. 

 

The filling of the lagoon began in August 2009.  The site supervi-

sor claimed that the first stage of the development would be com-

pleted by November 2009.  As of this writing, Crimson Develop-

ment have completed less than half of the first stage of the Lagoon 

dredging and filling.  However work stopped in December be-

cause of the holidays, and did not start again in January because of, 

well, who knows?  We are well into February and construction has 

not yet restarted. 

 

Some heavy machinery was hauled off the site in January, includ-

ing a bulldozer, a backhoe, a truck and a large generator.  when 

queried about construction standstill, Mr. Melvin Hulse, Area 

Representative and Minister of Public Utilities, NEMO, Transport 

and Communications stated publicly on February 6th 2010 at the 

Placencia Village Council Meeting that, ñThe developer has cash 

flow problems.ò 

 

One wooden house has been erected on the site, although the de-

veloper has no water of electricity infrastructure in place.  Mean-

while, Placencia residents with an option to buy a lot are still being 

urged to deposit the full purchase price of their lots directly into the 

Crimson Development bank accounts at Scotia Bank, Atlantic 

Bank or Belize Bank. 

Crimson Capers  
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27th January, 2010 
From: Mr. Michael Duncker, Aqua Mar Belize Ltd.  
Clarification of issues  
         I am writing to your newspaper with the intention of clarifying 
the issues brought up by Roots and Reef, in the edition of December 
21, 2009, in which your readers were misinformed about my involve-
ment in the fish business in the Stann Creek and Toledo districts.   
         First of all I am not a partner with Mr. Brian Jardim of Rainforest 
Seafoods either nationally or internationally in any business, fish or 
any other.  Aqua Mar Belize Ltd. of which I am the owner has ex-
ported roughly one million pounds of shrimp to Rainforest Seafoods 
annually for the last several years, which was produced and proc-
essed by over 300 Belizean employees.  As far as fishing goes, local 
fishermen approached Mr. Jardim asking him if he would consider 
purchasing fish from them as the local coops no longer did so.  Mr. 
Jardim and these fishermen had an agreement that he would pur-
chase the fish from them to export to Jamaica.  The size of the fish 
had to range from no smaller than 6 ounces to no larger than 2 lbs.  
This is considered plate size and meets the U.S. & Belizean standards.   
        Mr. Jardim furthermore made submissions to the Fisheries De-
partment and the Ministry of Economic Development for Rainforest 
Seafoods to build a proper fish processing facility in the Independ-
ence area which would process and export fish to Jamaica.     
       Mr. Jardim or I have nothing to do with fishing boats or cage fish-
ing being brought into Belize.  There is also mention of another for-
eign venture in Belize City, this is also untrue. 
      We would appreciate a submission into your next issue to inform 
your readers of the truth of this matter.  Our company is very trans-
parent in our dealings.  If in the future you have any inquiries please 
feel free to contact us to discuss them.  Contact us at 520-3036 or at 
aquamarbz@hotmail.com. 
Best Regards, 
Michael Duncker                                                 Linda Thornton 
Owner, Managing Director                             General Manager 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
MOU = Memorandum of Understanding.  An MOU is a pre-contract 

agreement that documents the intent of the parties to later formalize 

a specific form of action, usually through a contract. 


