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CRUISE SHIPS IN
SOUTH BELIZE 7?7

SHOW US THE MONEY! cruise ship dock selling jewelry, crafts and local s

. . cialties such as art and spices will benefit the mo4
In 2005, the Belize Tourism Board (BTB) and the 5 cryise ship tourists. Restaurants, general m

I A_reas Conservation. Trust_ (P.ACT) SPON- chandise stores and liquor stores will see little, if an
sored a major study of the cruise ship industry in Bebenefit.)

lize. The Center on E€bourism and Sustainable . :
Development and the INCAE Business School of SHORE LEAVE especially the cayes and reef, exceed carrying capac

Cruise ship tourism; the right image for Placencia?

Costa Rica performed the study, much of which fo- Among _the questions that immediately a.nse when ity, r.esulting in damage and destruction at these sites
cused on interviews with guides, tour operators, cruitlé’e‘:mj with th? arr_lval of all these p_eople. particularly coral reefs. The CESD Study strongly
an Placencia Village, Monkey River, Red Bank,  rocommended establishiagd enforcingcarrying

ship passengers, government officials, hotel owners
shopkeepers, restaurant owners and cab drivers.
(Referred to as the CESD Study in the rest of this ar
cle.)

People surveyed for the CESD Study identified crui
ship benefits as increased investment in Belize City,
jobs and infrastructure. The main drawbacks identif

and our local rivers, cayes, beaches, dive sites, ruins . o . g
capacities for each site visited by cruise ship passen-

ﬁ_nd fisheries handle these numbers of people one of )
more times a week (carrying capacity)? gers and keeping passengers completely away from

ho will provide the tours and make the money? the most pristine areas and cultural sites. The CESD
hat effect will these numbers have on our tradi- Study made those recommendations in 2005. Five
tional overnight visitors? years later, carrying ca-

fied by those surveyed included: pacities still have
CARRYING CAPACITY  Continued on P3
So, what does this mean about the question of cruis&n number of people a tourist site can sustainably; .~ = giant ships
ships in Placencia and the rest of southern Belize. @ccommodate has never been established for any ¢, & " Ce o g e S

) ) . ) the sites already visited by cruise ship passengers. ; : )
Little on-shore spending by cruise ship passengers Toyr guides interviewed for the CESD Study stated Eﬁg'{‘s”'a in the fu

Conflicts with overnight tourists that the number of passengers visiting many sites,
Increased drug and crime use

Rise in land prices

Traffic congestion
Increased waste and pollution at tourist sites
Most money made by large tour operators with little

trickledown to local Belizeans
EXPERTS SAY EIA SHOULD NEVER HAVE BEEN CONSIDERED

Local communities dondt know for sure, because the
government hasnét r el e a sPtadenciMygring ledt wants ® buald & mearina f
Ministerds public st at e ngeonbbatsobat firét thdyashouldansyer h8sé Guest
cruise ships were coming to Placencia and that we haidns.
been consulted. ( We havHOWOGchANn you gef permissiol & mpill @ mari
know how many cruise ships will visit the area, how when you donét even s
often theydl!l come, or wkaetloeatohidey wi |l |l dock.
HOW can you get permission to build a mari
What 6s Yo urWhat wedbkeow? thatthe when you SAY the size is 34 acres, but your pl
cruise line is Royal Caribbean, and that the cruise shighow the true size is 60 acres? L
will be a fAsmall one. o0 HOWccar ydu gegpeimizsioR @ybaild a @ari e
beands 2009 Annual Reporwhen tyowmapl s ahiepot
its the western Caribbean can hold 1,800 passengersneering standards?

Also according to the CESD study, 85% of these pasHOW can you get permission to build a maring,, . . . 1
sengers will get off the boat while in port, meaningwavhen t he soil you pl an aVY'”c}he YB’e&"FW p(I]ay v%h%e thﬁ Igeglrﬁs%lat 90¢g U"{-:‘SW
can expect 1,530 passengers to visit southern Belizet e st ed t o see i f itds Ssate—FtTo boil d thor oo

each time a cruise ship berths here. Based onthe HOW can you get permission to build a marina IN TH|$ |SSHE

CESD Study, when these 1,530 passengerscome when you haveno6t shown Wwhere the Tresh water| 3
ashore, here is what they will likely do: boats will need is coming from? Page 2 Placencia Marina Scandal
iy S Gl when you havenst olearpods2CrimeonCapers o 1,
642 will go to the rui 229 will tak ildlife

535x" gg tg th: [)‘ggih " 4%3\”\_/'}/;“;: our toilet pump out for 300 boats will be dealt with? Page & Letter_?o the_e(\:ﬁtor

459 will take a hike or just walk around 30 will fish HOW can you get permission to build a marina | Page 2 JamaicaCabinet paper

428 will snorkel when it is going to be slap in the middle of a main Page 3 Cruise ships continued

navigation channel? . )
Page 3 Jamaicans still here
And finally, HOW can you get permission to | Page 4 Interview Charlie Leslie
These numbers add up to more than 1,530 because build a marina when the Overwater Guide- Page 4 Fish traps’? Death traps'

most passengers do more than one activity while on |ines CLEARLY STATE that large marinas .
shore. For example, the people who walk the beach giyst not be built on the East coast of the |Page 4 Dam protest continues

snorkel are also likely to shop. (An articleNfanag-  p|5cencia Peninsula? Page 4 The cartoon
ing Cruise Ship Impactstates that shops close to the For a full report on the scandal of the Placencia Ma- P 4 H t P PCSD
rina EIS, turn to page 2. age ow 1o JO|n




Letter to the Editor

27" January, 2010
From: Mr. Michael Duncker, Aqua Mar Belize Ltd.
Clarification of issues

| am writing to your newspaper with the intention of clarifying
the issues brought up by Roots and Reef, in the edition of Decel
21, 2009, in which your readers were misinformed about my inv

Continued from front page : . : . 7
In June 2009, Placencia Marina, Ltd., owned Based on the guidelines, should DOE even have ac_ment n the fish business in the Sta}nn Creek and quedo d'St.”CE
First of all | am.not a atner WB1 I1\/IrdBr| J@r rr(l)of Rainfol

by Romas, Ltd., a British Virgin Isles companythat cepted a proposal for t Eeiafosods N r?errna'tiorr]]ayOr interrGibngly Ny -9 8es R
also owns The Placencia Hotel, submitted an Environtance of the Marina proposal have something to do '
mental Impact Assessment (EIA) for a proposed 210 with another provision of the Overwater Guidelines B
slip marina to be constructed in the seabed betweent hat requires the devel r a a nr-e-
The Placencia Hotel and Copal Beach Resort. The to DOE equal to 5% of the value of beachfront prop-ggggglg/ fg:/g;%%gt;egﬁlze;r );‘egrslé)wel"}i(;h vxzs];c;rzgégi?nandogrso
National Environmental Advisory Council (NEAC) erty of the same size a ﬁshe?mgn gppro%c%e\é Iﬁ?fj]a?dméskinag Sm it Relwdll c%n%i’
rejected the Marina EIA because of concerns about overwater structure™ this case, that yearly fee will '

L el . . purchasing fish from them as the local coops no longer did so. |
missing and conflicting information. _ amount to somewhere in the range of $600,000 Jardim and these fishermen had an agreement that he would pt
In December 2009, Romas submitted an ad- per year.

- - - hase the fish f them t rtoJ ica. The size of the fi
dendum to its original Marina EIA. Plans for the Ma- chase the Tish from them fo export o Jamaica. The size oTthe

rina in the new EIA Addendum increased the size of No one begrudges more money for DOE, especiallyh gltp range from no sma}ller than 6 ounces to no Iarggzr than 21
. . A his is considered plate size and meets the U.S. & Belizean sta
the proposed Marina to 300 slips, but seemed to redub®E uses that money for monitoring and enforce- . . o
the si f the Marina itself f 50 to 34 In  ment. But, Belize is certainly in a sorry state indeed if Mr. Jardim furthermore made submissions (o the Fisheries [
3 € siz€ gOlOe Nglnél ItS€ rofm d to acres.thn Mawr ’ v rr;m nt d ftm nty have t 3/ ftt ttingartment and the Ministry of Economic Development for Rainfor
fna, based on continuing concerns about missing infasperating monies by ignoring their own established 4004 10 buld a proper fsh processing faciiy n the Indepen
5;.' ase d on continu tg IC.O ce ts about missing & delin(gs'f es eciaﬁ gDOE \?vhich erforms such ence area which would process and export fish to Jamaica.
ga lon an feﬂ\éfgmeg aﬂ:mpgcl.s' ts. includi 9 ntial w rkpin ; ¥ tin ‘n E’ ral 1 " hMr. Jardim or | have nothing to do with fishing boats or cage
%ncl:grns ot an i other S Itﬁe ?Xﬁ) erts, |'nc udingsse " c?rinkci)n Wpt ore(;] d 9 OrL;i harl}l airesources Su|(r’§g being brought into Belize. There is also mention of another f
a Belize engineer, center around the following: as ou g water and our fisheries. eign venture in Belize City, this is also untrue.
* S.me'tted plans OFO not provide the exact pos;ve do want to thank the dedicated Belize exoerts wh We would appreciate a submission into your next issue to infc
tion of the Marina; . 10 W L Ice 1€ €xp WO8ur readers of the truth of this matter. Our company is very tral
e No studies were done to determine the effectprovided the essential information about the propos%

. ) . =P ia Marina that i ted in this articl rent in our dealings. If in the future you have any inquiries ple
the Marina will have on properties south of it lacencia Wiarina that 1S presented in this article. o e to contact us to discuss them. Contact us aB83® or at

any other. Aqua Mar Belize Ltd. of which | am the owner has ex
orted roughly one million at?ounds of shrimg to Rainforest Seafo
ear |

T will or will not the Marina cause erosion an aquamarbz@hotmail.com
how much if it will; Best Regards,

e The size of the Marina was miscalculated or Michael Duncker Linda Thornton
misstatedi the EIA Addendum says the Ma- Owner, Managing Director General Manager
rina is 34 acres, while it really covers about §0
acres when the breakwaters are included in the MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
measurements; MOU = Memorandum of Understanding. An MOU is a-poatract

e Submitted plans and maps for the Marina agreement that documents the intent of the parties to later formali;
were not done to proper Belize engineering a specific form of action, usually through a contract.
standards;

e Soil at the Marina site was not tested, meanipg
the Marina might be unsafe and could subside

(collapse); J
e The source and quantity of water for the Ma:
rina (and Copal Beach) was not determined,

th lity of th ter tested to de- =
Cermine wnetner 1 ios GIIMSON Capers
e The EIA and its Addendum are generic and

not specific to the Marina; sections of the Ma KDW -V KDSSHQLQJ DERAww winit wivww v

rina EIA and Addendum are just copied from

Large marinas bring many issues with them. ‘

other ElAs;

e Source of fill materials for the breakwatersis Kar i m Bur ges of Cri mson Devel opment and spearhead of
not identified; fundraising for the last national election was granted the contract to

« Boating routes and navigation evaluation create and develop 191 lots in Placencia lagoon south of Placencia
missing from submitted documeritespe- airstrip to expand housing options for Placencia Village residents.

cially with respect to the ability of the 200 Who or what organisation granted this permission is unknown.

foot boats to maneuver within the Marina; Placencia residents selected by the Village Lots Committee can

 Coastal modeling and bathymetry studies buy a lot for BZ$36,000 BZ$38,000. According to announce-
were not done. ments made at previous village council meetings, the developer
. . . will install water, roads and electricity for the development.
In addition, the location of the proposed Marina ap-
pears to be right in the middle of a navigational chan-The filling of the lagoon began in August 2009. The site supervi-
nel. sor claimed that the first stage of the development would be com-
pleted by November 2009. As of this writing, Crimson Develop-

Finally, and very significantly, the proposed Marina is ment have completed less than half of the first stage of the Lagoon
not permitted at alll o f f dre@®ihgant fdliny. Howevér aork stoppedantDecembetbé- does no't
comply with the newly adopted Overwater Structures cause of the holidays, and did not start again in January because of,
Guidelines as endorsed by the Department of the Enwiell, who knows? We are well into February and construction has
ronment (DOE). not yet restarted.

The Overwater Guidelines state in Section 14.1: Some heavy machinery was hauled off the site in January, includ-
The construction of Overwater Structures in coastal "d @ bulldozer, a backhoe, a truck and a large generator. when

Urban Areas (Corozal Town, Belize City, Dangriga queried about construction standstill, Mr. Melvin Hulse, Area
Town. Punta EBorda San Pedro East C):)ast C?a;?e Representative and Minister of Public Utilities, NEMO, Transport

d Communicat sst;\a;g publicly on.Februd®0a 0.at the
Caul_ker Ea_st Coast, .St' ?leagc@gkégog |da1yléag%§é;?un%c6|%Stl\/legtnidng that, fAThe devel op
Placencia East CoasWill not be allowed/permitted. X
. - — flow problems. o
Where extreme/vital need arises, proper justification

for such individual case will need to have been legis- one wooden house has been erected on the site, although the de-
lated for within Local Master Plangjust be low veloper has no water of electricity infrastructure in place. Mean-
density (not more than 10 boat slips or 4,000 square whijle, Placencia residents with an option to buy a lot are stil being
feet) and will also be required to first have the written yrged to deposit the full purchase price of their lots directly into the
approval of the Local Planning Authority or Local Crimson Development bank accounts at Scotia Bank, Atlantic
Government, following a public consultation. Bank or Belize Bank.

(emphasis added)




