®

DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE PLAN
PREPARED FOR:

PALMETTO HOLDINGS LIMITED

LOCATED ON THE PLACENCIA PENINSULA
STANN CREEK DISTRICT

October 2007



ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE PLAN
For
PALMETTO HOLDINGS LIMITED
LOCATED ON THE PLACENCIA PENINSULA
STANN CREEK DISTRICT
BELIZE, CENTRAL AMERICA

The following are the terms and conditions of the Compliance Plan entered into between Palmetto
Holdings Limited, hereinafter referred to as the developer, and the Department of the
Environment (DOE) in respect to a condominium development project located on the Placencia
Peninsula.

It is agreed by the developer that the terms and conditions of this compliance plan shall be binding
upon Palmetto Holdings Limited, its servants or agents, successors, or assigns. The terms and
conditions embodied in this compliance plan are made pursuant to section 10 of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Regulation “(S.I. No. 107 of 1995) and all other provisions
under the Environmental Protection Act, Chapter 328 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition
2003. Environmental Clearance is being granted under these conditions.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this document is to officially institute best practice measures that would prevent,
control and mitigate the environmental degradation that may arise from the project. The specific
actions proposed have been made only after careful analysis by the Department of the
Environment of the information contained in the completed Environmental Checklist, information
gathered from a site inspection, other information submitted and identification of potential
negative environmental impacts associated with this type of Development Project. [t must be
borne in mind that this Environmental Compliance Plan was prepared based on the best available
information submitted for this project. The Department of the Environment (DOE) reserves the
right to make modifications to this compliance plan, with prior notification to the developer, as the
project develops and more information becomes available.

The developer agrees to strictly adhere to this document during all stages of the development of
the project. The Department of the Environment and other relevant agencies will conduct
compliance monitoring. Disregard of the terms and conditions of the compliance plan specified
herein may result in the developer's permits being revoked.

This compliance plan does not absolve the developer from compliance with other relevant
regulations and laws of Belize.



1.0 SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES FOR WHICH CLEARANCE
ST AL AL IIVILTIEDS FOR WHICH CLEARANCE
IS BEING GRANTED

Construction of the following:
* two condominium buildings of five stories each for 3 maximum of 40 umits
1 pool complex for each building
Office, kitchen and Laundry building
Parking facility.

All the above described activities to be located on the Placencia Block 36, Parcels 678 and
679 totaling approximately 2 acres.

No further development whatsoever shall take place outside of what has been agreed to and
described in this compliance plan, without the prior written permission of the Department of the
Environment,

2.0 ENVIRONMENTAL RISK ANALYSIS

The Department of the Environment has prepared this environmental risk analysis based on the
information submitted and other relevant information gathered by the DOE during a site visit.
This Environmental Compliance Plan (ECP) was then developed to mitigate the potential negative
impacts associated with this type of development.

Potential Sources of Environmental Impacts During Implementation of the Project:

A. Contamination of ground and surface water during pre and post project stages from
the following: siltation, sewage, and solid waste production and construction of

necessary infrastructure.

B. Contamination of soil.

C. Changes in population dynamics arising from the development and its
consequential environmental effects. -

This list is by no means an exhaustive list of potential environmental problems that could arise
from the said proposed project.



3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE PLAN

After review of the information submitted, the Department of the Environment (DOE) and the
developer agree to the following:

been proposed without the prior written permission of the Department of the Environment. The
developer will apply to the Department of the Environment for Environmental Clearance for all
new activities outside of what is agreed upon in this Environmental Compliance Plan.

mitigate these impacts.

3.01 Clearing of Land

In an effort to mitigate the negative impacts associated with clearance of the land, the developer
agrees to take the following measures:

3.01.1  The removal of standing trees shall be done only to allow for the laying of all necessary
infrastructures. Necessary landscaping should take into consideration existing trees.

3.01.2  The developer will utilize native and horticultural plants in landscaping and replanting,
particularly in areas devoid of trees. Where possible, plants that have been removed, in
order to construct buildings or paths, will be transplanted to suitable locations elsewhere

on the property.
3.01.3  Coastal trees and plants will be planted on the coast to minimize erosion.

3.02 Building Construction

The developer will pay careful attention to the quality of the overall design of the buildings and
landscaping of property. The developer agrees to abide by the following practices:

3.02.1  Construction of buildings will be carried out with the approval/consultation from the
relevant agencies, namely the Central Building Authority.

3.02.2  The developer will conduct a geotechnical study/assessment of the project site within six
(6) months of signing this ECP. This study will address details of the underlying
bedrock and substrate and load bearing capacity of the project site, particularly in areas
where construction of the condominium complex is being proposed. A copy of the
results of these geotechnical assessments will be sent to the GPD and DOE within one
(1) month of its completion for review and approval.
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Building height and setbacks with respect to activities described in section 1 will be as
approved by the Central Building Authority and the Department.

All buildings will have an elevation of a minimum of four (4) feet and built to withstand
low hurricane storm surges and a minimum of Category 4 hurricane force winds.

No permanent structures will be allowed within the sixty-six feet beach reserve unless
otherwise approved by the Department of the Environment and/or the Lands and Survey

Department.
Walkways and Drainage |

All walkways and accesses will be developed in such a way as to minimize potential
erosion. In addition, all necessary measures will be taken to ensure that drainage along
walkways and accesses are of adequate dimensions to avoid water logging and excessive
erosion.

Household drainage pipes will not be allowed to empty directly into any public drain
system nor any other water resource and surrounding environment.

Water Resources

The developer will ensure that potable water is made available to the entire development
project by means of the existing Placencia Village Water System.

A copy of the agreement between the Placencia Water Board and the developer for the
provision of potable water will be submitted to the Deprtment of the Environment, before
any condominium is sold/rented.

Freshwater may be supplemented by means of rainwater catchment. For this purpose the
developer may construct cisterns for storage of rainwater. Should this source be intended
for consumption, it should be adequately treated/chlorinate before use.

In an effort to conserve fresh water, the developer shall use exclusively low flush toilets
and other water saving devices for showers and lavatories.

Consideration shall be given to the demand for water for fire protection purposes.

If an alternate water source becomes necessary, a proposal for it will be submitted to the
Department of the Environment at the time it is applicable.

Waste Disposal

In an effort to control, reduce and prevent the environmental impacts associated with waste
generation and disposal, the developer agrees to take the following measures.



Liquid Waste

3.05.1 All liquid waste disposal will be by means of Package Sewage Treatment Plant, two
Klargester AF-8 wastewater treatment systems or any similar system that treats liquid
waste to meet or exceed national standards. In the event that the developer desires to use a
similar system, approval must be obtained from the DOE.

3.05.2 Final effluent of the plant will be disinfected by means of chlorine tablets, if not already
included in the system.

3.05.3 Treated effluent complying with the standards prescribed in the Effluent Limitation
Regulations, 1995 can be used for irrigation of ornamental plants and landscaping. Excess
treated effluent shall be stored in adequately sized containers.

3.05.4 Before the developer commences operations, a monitoring program will be developed to
ensure that the treated effluent from sewage treatment plant meets national standards, A
water quality analysis will be conducted on the receiving water body where effluent is
intended to run-off into. The results from this initial water analysis will serve as base-line
data for the water-quality monitoring program. A copy of this initial analysis will be sent
to the DOE within four weeks after completion.

3.05.5 The selected wastewater treatment plant shall be strategically located on the property,
where it will not be a nuisance to neighboring residence or residence of this development.

3.05.6 The developer will ensure that all structures are connected to the sewage system and will
also ensure that there is regular maintenance of the sewage facilities to ensure proper
functioning for environmental and other reasons.

3.05.7 Regular maintenance of all sewage and wastewater facilities will be performed by the
developer to ensure proper functioning of the facility for environmental and other reasons.
Special care must be taken in order to avoid contamination of the surface and Fround
water, and the surrounding environment. In order for this to take place, the fol owing
measures will be taken:

(1) Condominium owners will not dispose grease and oils into any drain, as this
could be a potential source of soil and water contamination. Grease traps
are to be installed on each kitchen sink.

(i)  Chemical wastes (such as paints, thinners, acids, etc.) will be stored in
sealed containers for subsequent disposal at a designated site.

3.05.8 Pool water shall be filtered and re-circulated into the pool(s) for further use. In an effort
to conserve fresh water resources, it is recommended that wastewater from the pool(s) be
stored in retention tanks and used for irrigation and/or fire protection purposes.

3.05.9 No wastewater (including pool water) will be allowed to be discharged directly into any
water body, including the Caribbean Sea.

Solid Waste

To address the problems associated with solid waste, Palmetto Holdings Limited. will develop
and implement & comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan for the entire project site. This
plan will include, but should not be limited, to the following:






