Minutes of the National Environmental Appraisal Committee Meeting

February 24, 2010- Department of the Environment Conference Room
Present were:

Martin Alegria, Chair of NEAC                                            

Maxine Monsanto, DOE

Henry Sánchez, DOE


 

Amanda Burgos, BAS

John Bodden, Ministry of Health

Marcelo Windsor, Forest Dept.

Carren Williams- Lands and Surveys Dept.

Vivian Ramnarace, Fisheries Department

Lenny Gentle- FCD

Colin Gillet, Coastal Zone Management Authority

Eden Garcia, UB



Dennis Gonguez, National Meteorology Service

Rolando Chan, Ministry of Works

Craig Moore- Geology and Petroleum Dept.

Absent with apologies:

Michael Jenkins, Belize Port Authority 

Lincoln Blake, Ministry of Economic Dev.

Mike Heusner- BTIA

Dennis Jones, BEST

Yashin Dujon, Ministry of Tourism

1.0 Meeting Called to Order:

1.1 The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.
2.0 Review of Minutes of January 21, 2010:

2.1 The minutes of January 21, 2010, were accepted by Mr. Craig Moore and seconded by Ms. Vivian Belisle with the following corrections:
2.1.1 The inclusion of “Mr. Michael Jenkins, Belize Port Authority” and the replacement of ‘G&PD’ with ‘GPD’.
3.0 Matters Arising from Minutes of February 21, 2010:

3.1 The chair gave a brief synopsis of the NEAC compliance monitoring trip to the three BECOL facilities in Cayo held on February 10th & 12th, 2010; and thanked the members for their attendance.

4.0 Review of the Addendum to the Supplementary EIA for Placencia Marina Limited:

4.1 The members of the NEAC discussed the Addendum to the Supplementary EIA with the following points being raised:
4.1.1 A narrative description of the bathymetric data was needed to accompany the maps presented, this would allow for a greater understanding of the technical data. The bathymetric sheets presented were much better and show the depth contours; 

4.1.2 Both the international and national standards for the operations of port facilities were not included in the EIA or the Addendum. This should be brought to the attention of the Developer.  This is important if the marina is to serve as arrival points for International passengers. 

4.1.3 The finalized technical designs need to be reviewed and approved by BPA, Ministry of Works, and DOE, prior to any construction activities. 

4.1.4 The oceanographic data (wave height, wave direction, currents, etc.) requested was not provided since this data is required to draft the technical designs for the marina, it was decided that a minimum of six (6) months data collection be required to establish a minimum baseline.  If granted approval, this information should be submitted for review to incorporate any required change that may be necessary in the designing and construction phases of this project.   

4.1.5 The pump test for the aquifer is critical to determine the maximum sustainable yield on the aquifer for this project and others in the surrounding communities.  This aquifer test can be requested in an ECP with a short timeframe for the test to be conducted.   

4.1.6 If clearance is granted for the development, it should be done in phases, and construction activities should only be allowed to occur after the required oceanographic data is collected, submitted, reviewed, and approved by the relevant agencies.

4.1.7 The option presented for obtaining fill material from 10 acres in the lagoon while dredging to a deeper depth, is the preferred option.  With this option there is no need for dredging the seafront.  The original option of dredging 100 acres in the sea at a shallower was unacceptable.

4.1.8  The identified location for dredging in the addendum is an area previously used for another development.  Hence, there is minimal potential impact as the area has been previously disturbed.  The substrate has been previously assessed and most of these areas are bare bottom substrates, and the material is acceptable for geo-tube fill.  It is preferable for the developer to dredge deeper utilizing a smaller footprint as identified in the document, than having a larger footprint and disturbing a larger area. Furthermore, it has been observed that the deeper burrow sites, after dredging, become a suitable habitat for fish.

4.1.9 The NEAC recommended that a performance bond is required for this development.

5.0 NEAC Recommendations for the Placencia Marina Limited Supplementary EIA & Addendum:

5.1 After much discussion and deliberation, the NEAC recommended that Environmental Clearance be granted, subsequent to the signing of an ECP, with the following conditions: 
5.1.1 The project is granted approval in three (3) phases:

a) Phase 1 shall consist of Oceanographic Data Collection as stipulated in the Terms of Reference for the development of the EIA, for a minimum of 6 months. 

b) Phase 2 shall consist of the approval of the Detailed Technical/ Engineering Designs for the proposed marina.  The technical designs will be developed using the findings gathered by the data collection exercise.  The final designs shall be vetted and approved by the Ministry of Works, with input from the Belize Port Authority, Geology and Petroleum Department, and the Department of the Environment.

c) Phase 3 shall encompass all the construction activities above water, which shall commence only after Phase 1 & Phase 2 has been completed.

6.0 Review of Addendum for Bellcan Golf Resort and Marina.

6.1 The members of the NEAC discussed the Addendum to the EIA for the Bellcan Golf Course and Marina with the following points being raised:
6.1.1 It was noted that the developer scaled down the offshore dredging component of proposed development, reassessed the burrow sites, and redesigned the development to reduce the dredging footprint as request by NEAC.
6.1.2 The final footprint and designation for the dredge site will be reviewed and approved by the Belize Fisheries Department, Forest Department, GPD, L&SD, and DOE, prior to conducting any dredging activities offshore. 
6.1.3 The project should incorporate mechanisms of assistance for the co-managers of the wildlife sanctuary to improve management presence.
6.1.4 As previously mentioned all parcels should be incorporated into one parcel and registered under the company name.  A performance bond should be established for this development.
7.0 NEAC RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ADDENDUM FOR BELLCAN GOLF & MARINA 

7.1 It was recommended that an assessment team comprised of GPD, Forest Department, Fisheries Department, L&SD and the DOE, shall evaluate and approve the proposed offshore dredge sites, with an emphasis on reducing the footprint size while maintaining an adequate volume for the viability of the project.

7.2 The NEAC recommended that Environmental Clearance be granted, subsequent to the signing of an ECP. 

8.0 Other Matters:

8.1 Presentation of Walter Quality Monitoring at Challilo

8.1.1 DOE gave a brief presentation on the water quality monitoring activities presently being conducted for the Macal River Upstream Storage Facility (Challilo) area.
8.1.2 NEAC recommended that DOE incorporates water quality testing of the entire vertical water column, and that BECOL provide DOE with equipment & training to conduct validation tests.  This is especially necessary to test for heavy metals such as Iron, Manganese, Aluminium and Mercury.  
8.2 Discussion of upcoming developments:

8.2.1 NEAC was informed of the submission of the draft EIA for the North Ambergris Caye Development by Caribbean Developers Ltd., and that the final version would be distributed as soon as possible.
8.2.2 Considering the size and complexity of the development, members stated that more than one public consultation may be required.  
8.2.3 It was agreed that a public consultation and site visit for this project would be conducted on the same day, tentatively scheduled for March 24, 2010.
8.3 Discussion of environmental sectorial checklists and guidelines:

8.3.1 In an effort to increase the efficiency of the environmental screening process and update the environmental checklist, the DOE embarked on the development of six sectorial environmental checklists.  A presentation of these checklists was delivered.
8.3.2 NEAC agreed that digital copies of the checklists would be distributed electronically to the NEAC for them to review and provide comments within 14 days. 
8.3.3 It was agreed that digital copies of the EPA Amendments, EIA Amendments, overwater structures guidelines and the marina guidelines would be forwarded to NEAC. 
9.0 Adjournment:

9.1 The NEAC meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m. by Mr. Eden Garcia and seconded by John Bodden.
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