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Department of the Environment

BELIZE
Please Quote: PRO/DEV/02/289/09 (18)

Telephone Numbers:  822.2542 /2816 10/12 Ambergris Avenue
Fax Number: 822-2862 Belmopan,
E-mail: envirpdeptiabii nei Belize, C. A
1 .
May 7" 2009

Mr. Marco Caruso
For & on the behalf of
MEL Investments Ltd

Dear Mr. Caruso.

Please be informed that Environmental Clearance is hereby granted to MEL INVESTMENT
Limited, for the proposed North Placencia Airport Development, an airport Development Project
on 524.74 acres of land, located two miles west of Riversdale Community, Stann Creek District.

This Environmental Clearance is granted subsequent to the signing of an Environmental
Compliance Plan (ECP) on May 7, 2009.

Kindly be informed that MEL INVESTMENT Limited is required to comply with all the stated
terms and conditions within the Environmental Compliance Plan. Disregard of any of the terms
and conditions stipulated in the compliance plan will result in the revocation of the
Environmental Clearance and/or legal actions being taken against MEL INVESTMENT
Limited.

No changes or alterations to what has been agreed within the ECP may be permitted without the
written approval of the Department of Environment.

Thank you for your kind consideration and cooperation in addressing these issues of mutual
concern,

Respectfully,

i ..,
J [ 2
Martin Alegria
Chief Environmental Officer
Department of the Environment
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE PLAN

WRITTEN BY:

THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT

M.E.L. INVESTMENTS LIMITED DEVELOPMENT

The North Placencia Airstrip Project,
Located West of Riversdale Community
Stann Creek District

MAY 2009
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE PLAN

For

M.E.L. INVESTMENTS LIMITED DEVELOPMENT

(NORTH PLACENCIA AIRSTRIP)
For
AN AIRSTRIP DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
LOCATED WEST OF RIVERSDALE COMMUNITY
STANN CREEK, BELIZE

The following are the terms and conditions of the Compliance Plan entered into between MLE.L.
INVESTMENTS LIMITED, hereinafter referred to as THE DEVELOPER, and the DEPARTMENT OF
THE ENVIRONMENT (DOE), hereinafter referred to as THE DEPARTMENT, in respect to an airstrip
development project on 524.74 acres of land, located two miles west of Riversdale Community, Stann
Creek District.

It is agreed by The Developer that the terms and conditions of this compliance plan shall be binding
upon, MLE.L. INVESTMENTS LIMITED, its servants or agents, successors, or assigns. The terms
and conditions embodied in this compliance plan are made pursuant to Regulation 10 of the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, “S.1. (No 107 of 1995)" as amended by S.1. 24 of
2007, and all other relevant provisions under the Environmental Protection Act, Chapter 328 of the
Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000, Environmental Clearance is being granted under these
conditions.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this document is to officially institute best practice measures that would prevent, control
and mitigate the environmental degradation that may arise from the project. It must be borne in mind
that this Environmental Compliance Plan was prepared based on the best available information
submitted in the Limited Level Environmental Study for this project. The DOE reserves the right to
make modifications to this compliance plan, with prior notification to The Developer, as the project
develops and more information becomes available.

The Developer agrees to strictly adhere to this document during all stages of the development of the
project. The Department of the Environment and other relevant agencies will conduct compliance
monitoring. Disregard the terms and conditions of the compliance plan specified herein may result in
The Developer’s permits being revoked.

This compliance plan is a dynamic one and may be reviewed and revised from time to time as the
project develops and more information becomes available. This compliance plan does not absolve The
Developer from compliance with other relevant regulations and laws of Belize.

The Environmental Compliance Plan is a non-transferable document; therefore it cannot be transferred
to any other company, organization or interested party. This ECP was developed for the sole use by
M.E.L. INVESTMENTS LIMITED.

Page 20014



ALY Por MEL 1M LXIMENIN LA |

1.0 SPECIFIC _ACTIVITIES FOR WHICH CLEARANCE IS BEINQ;
GRANTED .

Environmental Clearance is being granted for the following activities contained within the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA):

¢ The construction of an asphalted runway measuring 5,000t in length, 75 ft in width and an
801t asphalted shoulder (40 ft on each side of the runway).

Aircraft apron measuring180,000 ft*

Passenger terminal of 7,060 m’,

Parking facility for approximately 30 motor vehicles.

Fuel Storage of 25 ft. by 36.5 ft. for the accommodation of 3 tanks, each tank having a
capacity of 3,000 gallons.

e Generator facility

The aforementioned activities will be as per plans submitted in the Limited Level Environmental
Study and in accordance to Belize Civil Aviation and the International Civil Aviation standards.

No further development whatsoever shall take place outside of what has been agreed to and described in
this ECP without the prior written permission of the Department of the Environment.

2.0 ENVIRONMENTAL RISK ANALYSIS

I'he Department of the Environment has prepared this environmental risk analysis based on information
contained in the LLES and those gathered by the DOE. This Environmental Compliance Plan (ECP) was
then developed to mitigate the potentially negative environmental impacts associated with this type of
development.

POTENTIAL SOURCES OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT DURING DEVELOPMENT OF
THE PROJECT:

Alteration 1o scenic areas.

e Changes to the hydrographic characteristics of the area.

e Contamination of soil and ground water resources during construction and operational stages of
the project from liquid and solid waste generation and the construction of the necessary
infrastructure.

e Potential impacts associated with noise generated during construction and operation of the
airport facility.

e Impacts associated with vegetation clearance particularly habitat alteration.

e Accelerated erosion with subsequent siltation of water resources due to clearance of the land and
construction of the required infrastructure,
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Impacts associated with increase vehicular traffic in the area.

This list is by no means an exhaustive list of potential environmental problems that could arise from the
said proposed project.

3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE PLAN

The implementation of this project will be carried out only for those activities described in Section 1.0
of this Environmental Compliance Plan (ECP). No further development shall take place outside of what
has been proposed there-under without the prior written permission of the Department of the
Environment. The Developer will apply o the DOE for Environmental Clearance for all new
activities outside of what is agreed upon in this Environmental Compliance Plan.

Recognizing that the project could have potential negative environmental impacts, The Developer
hereby agrees to take the necessary measures described in the following actions, to mitigate these
impacts.

3.01 VEGETATION CLEARANCE AND IMPACTS ON WILDLIFE

In an effort to mitigate the negative impacts associated with clearance of the vegetation, The Developer
agrees to take the following measures:

3.01.1  Vegetation clearance will be limited to only what is required for construction of buildings,
necessary filling of low lying areas and the laying of necessary infrastructure.

3.01.2 The Developer will ensure that all the requirements of the Forest Department for the clearing of
vegetation are met and that the appropriate permits are obtained prior 10 the implementation of
any vegelation clearance.

3.01.3 A vegetative buffer shall be maintained along any existing natural water bodies and/or drainage
systems.

3.01.4 Native plants, along with other horticultural plants, will be utilized in landscaping and
replanting, particularly in areas devoid of trees. Landscaping shall be limited 1o vegetation that
will not pose a hazard, in regards to canopy height, to approaching and departing aircrafts.

3.01.5 If bumning is necessary, it shall be done in a controlled manner and preferably in windrows

located as far a possible from any standing vegetation and where it will not pose a mgisancc to
adjacent property owners. All fires will be monitored at all times and properly extinguished.

3.01.6 No onsite burning will be permitted during the operational phase of the project.

3.01.7 The Developer will put in place a reporting scheme to inform the relevant gulho;.ilio.:s qf any
accidents involving wildlife and liaise with the proper authorities and NGO’s in assisting in the
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3.02 CONSTRUCTION OF INFRASTRUCTURE

The Developer will pay careful attention to the quality of the overall design of the buildings facilities
and landscaping of the development. The Developer hereby agrees to abide by the following conditions:

Buildings

3.02.1 Construction of the buildings will be carried out with the approval/consultation from the relevant
agencies, namely the Central Building Authority, the Belize Airport Authority and Civil Aviation
Department.

3.02.2 Buildings shall be constructed to withstand a minimum of Category 4 hurricane force winds. All
buildings will be equipped with smoke detectors and fire extinguisher(s). Extinguishers shall be
halon free, whether it is virgin or reclaimed. The importation of any refrigerant gases will require
an importation license from the Department of the Environment prior 1o importing such gases.

3.02.3 Buildings will be designed to allow as much natural lighting as possible to minimize the need for
electrical lights.

Runway

3.02.4 The Developer shall ensure that the construction of the airstrip, runway, and relevant auxiliary
facilities be constructed with the approval and in conformity with the prescribed guidelines and
must meet and exceed standards set by the Department of Civil Aviation and Belize Airport
Authority.

3.02.5 The runway shall be restricted to a maximum of 5,000 fi. in length and 75 feet in width having
asphalted shoulders of 40 ft on either side of the runway. In addition, a minimum of 250 fi.
vegetation clearance shall be maintained on either side of the runway. The runway is to be
asphalted and constructed to meet international standards.

3.02.6 The construction of the apron shall limited to 180,000 square feet concrete pavement.

3.02.7 The runway shall consist of a 300 ft. clearway length at either end. In addition a total of 1,000 fi.
runway protection zone is to be established, being 500 fi. on the approach and departure.

3.03 WATER RESOURCES

3.03.1 The Developer will ensure that potable water is made available to the entire development project
by means of existing water system services provided by the Placencia Hotel. Freshwater source
may be supplement by the means of rainwater catchment.
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3.03.2

3.033

3.03.4

3.03.5

3.04

3.04.1

3.04.2

3.043
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In an effort to conserve water, the Developer shall use exclusively low volume flush toilets &
other water saving devices for the project. ’

If an alternate water source becomes necessary, a proposal will be submitted to the Department
of the Environment at the time it is applicable.

Water for flushing of toilets & irrigation purposes may be obtained from recycled water from the
sewage treatment system. If this alternative is utilized, the Developer will ensure that a separate
storage & distribution system is installed and the treated effluent is chlorinated before use.

Considering that the project site is not serviceable by the National Fire Department, the
Developer shall put in place the necessary infrastructure and consider the demand for water
needed for fire protection purposes.

WATER QUALITY MONITORING PROGRAMME

Prior to the commencement of construction and operations, the Developer shall conduct water
quality monitoring of the creek north of the property. The parameters to be tested shall include.
but are not limited to the following: Salinity, Dissolved Oxygen, Suspended Solids, Total
Nitrogen, Ammonia, Sulphates, Biological and Chemical Oxygen Demand (BOD & COD),
Phosphates, Nitrites/Nitrates, Temperature, pH, Total coliform, and Escherichia coli count.
The results will function as baseline data and is to be submitted to the Department one month
after the sample was taken.

The Developer shall implement the Water Quality Monitoring Programme included in the
LLES. The creek north of the project sited shall be tested once a month for the first year,
quarterly in the second year and twice annually thereafter, or as the Department may deem
necessary. The parameters to be tested are those listed in Section 3.04.1 above. Water Quality
Monitoring results will be submitted to the DOE one month afier the samples have been taken,
The Developer will ensure that the results of its water quality monitoring programme are made
available on-site at all times for inspection,

In addition to the above, the Developer will conduct routine inspection of discharge routes
for the discoloration of water bodies and dominant algae species.

WASTE MANAGMENT

In an effort to control, reduce and prevent the environmental impacts associated with waste generation
and disposal, The Developer agrees to take the following measures:

Liquid Waste
3.04.4 All liquid waste will be treated by means of NAYADIC Wastewater Package Treatment Plant,

model M-2000A. The Developer shall ensure that the number and size .of the'syslems are
adequate to treat all sewage waste generated by this project and are strategically sited where it
will not pose a nuisance to passengers and nearby communities of this project.
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