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4 January 2010
Martin Alegria

Department of the Environment

10/12 Ambergris

Belmopan, Belize


Re:
Placencia North Airport

Dear Mr. Alegria:

We have received information that the runway at the Placencia North Airport (MEL Investments Ltd.) is now being surfaced and is much longer than 5000 feet – longer than any of the runways at Goldson is how the runway is described.  (See Belize Forum under the International Airport thread at  http://www.belizeforum.com/belize/ubbthreads.php?ubb=showflat&Number=168243#Post168243 )

Has the ECP been amended?  And, if it has, how could this have been done without a full EIA?  (As you know, all proposed airports with runways of 2,000 meters or more (6,561.68 feet) must go through the environmental impact analysis process under Section 8(f) of Schedule I of the 2007 Environmental Regulations.

If the owners of the airport applied for environmental approval of a runway of less than 2,000 meters, and the ECP for the airport was amended to allow the runway to be longer than 2,000 meters even before the airport is completed, rational people would infer that the length of the runway was manipulated solely to avoid the EIA process – and that DOE has been complicit in this manipulation.  

We certainly hope this is not the case, but to clear up any doubt, we ask that you provide us with the current length of the runway that has been constructed at the Placencia North Airport.

We look forward to your timely reply.  









Sincerely,


Peninsula Citizens for Sustainable Development, Ltd.
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By:



Mary V. Toy


