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14 December 2009

Michael Swift

Beltraide

14 Orchid Garden Street

Belmopan, Belize


RE:
M.E.L. Limited

Dear Mr. Swift

Thank you very much for your letter of 7 December 2009 regarding the application of M.E.L. Limited, Domestic Airport, Southern Belize, for duty exemptions.

As you know, Section 4(2) of the Fiscal Incentives Act does NOT allow duty-free importation of materials and goods that will be used for the domestic or CARICOM market.  

As you also know, the Notice published in the 22 November 2009 edition of The Amandala concerns the construction and operation of a DOMESTIC airport, which is not eligible for duty exemptions under Section 4(2) of Chapter 54.

Further, your letter states that the proposed airplanes and helicopters will be used exclusively for private international transfers to and from non-CARICOM countries though not necessarily to the MEL airport for guests of the Placencia Group.

We are now very confused.  The MEL airport will be a domestic airport, and the international charters that purportedly justify the duty-free importation of aircraft and helicopters cannot use the MEL airport because it will be a domestic  airport.  

What then justifies the duty-free importation of building materials and supplies, fire tender trucks, refueling and utility trucks, paint striping equipment, maintenance trucks, fixtures and fittings and other equipment related to the building, furnishing and equipping of an airport?

Also, if the MEL airport is not to be used for these international charters that justify importation of aircraft and helicopters, then how can the benefits of the project include employment during the construction phase of the MEL airport?  

We look forward to your reply.









Sincerely,


Peninsula Citizens for Sustainable Development, Ltd.
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By:



Mary V. Toy, Co-Chair

cc:
ACCSD

BACONGO

BELPO

SCCSD

The Amandala

The Reporter

Belize Airport Authority

Belize Civil Aviation

Tropic Air

