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29 November 2009

Michael Swift, Executive Director

Belize Trade and Investment Development Service

14 Orchid Garden Street

Belmopan, Belize


Re:
Fiscal Incentives Notice re: M.E.L. Limited, Domestic Airport, Southern Belize
Dear Mr. Swift:

Pursuant to the notice under Section 4(2) of the Fiscal Incentives Act, Chapter 54 of the Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 1980-1990-2000:

· Section 4-(4) of Chapter 54 expressly states that  “No such order shall be granted for an enterprise the products of which are destined for the domestic or Caricom market unless the products satisfy the rule of origin as defined in section 2.

· The Notice published in the 29 November 2009 edition of The Amandala clearly states that the Application for Approved Enterpise Order is for helicopters, Learjet and other aircraft for a DOMESTIC airport – hence a DOMESTIC market.  Chapter 54 expressly prohibits the issuance of any order destined for a DOMESTIC market in Section 4-(4).
· Your proposed order thus directly contravenes Chapter 54, and cannot be granted.


· Even if the foregoing were not true, the deadline for objections or questions to the notice of objection to the Approved Enterprise Order for MEL, Limited is 27 November 2009, but is published in the Sunday, November 29, 2009 edition of The Amandala, thereby violating Section 4-(2) of Chapter 54 which states that BELTRAIDE shall “cause a notice to be published in two issues (emphasis added) of a newspaper circulating in Belize at an interval of not less than one week between each issue and in one issue of the Gazette, containing sufficient information relating to the enterprise, and inviting any person who objects to the making of such an order to give notice of his intention to object within the period specified in the notice, and thereafter to submit in writing his objections and the supporting evidence within fourteen days of his notice of objection to the Executive Chairman of BETRAIDE.”  

· Was this the first publication of this notice?  If not, when was the first notice published and in what publication?

· If not, how are objections to be made within a deadline that occurs BEFORE the notice is published?  

· This notice is not in the 8 or 15 November 2009 publications of the Amandala , nor in the 8 or 15 November 2009 publications of The Guardian.  If it has been published in The Belize Times, then it was not published in a national paper because the Placencia Peninsula has no circulation for the Belize Times.

· How were the requirements of Section 4-2 of Chapter 54 met?

· Even if points 1 and 2 were invalid, questions still remain, including, without limitation:

· The need of a DOMESTIC airport for a Learjet;

· Lack of specificity of the kind of Learjet for which the Order is to be granted - there are many different models of this aircraft, for many different purposes, including Learjet models 24, 25, 35/36, 45 and 60, to name just a few.  What is the valid purpose of a domestic airport being given fiscal incentives to import a Learjet?  Where will the aircraft be flown DOMESTICALLY.  Between which domestic airports?

· What kinds of helicopters?  Again, why does a domestic airport need helicopters for the operation of a domestic airport?  Goldson International Airport, an INTERNATIONAL airport, not a domestic one, does not seem to need helicopters OR Lear jets.  What benefit will Belize derive from the important of helicopters for a DOMESTIC market?
· What kind of turbo propeller aircraft and for what purpose?

· What kind of airplanes, and, again, for what purpose?

As amply demonstrated by the above questions, the Notice published in the 29 November edition of The Amandala does not comply with Section 4-2 of Chapter 54 because it does not contain “sufficient information relating to the enterprise” to justify fiscal incentives for Learjets, helicopters and other unidentified aircraft.  

In fact, what is the nature of the enterprise and what is the contribution which it is expected to make to the economy?  Again, why does a DOMESTIC airport need Learjets, helicopters, turbo propeller aircrafts and additional unidentified aircraft?
Why was this notice rushed through the public notice process without complying with the notice requirements of Chapter 54?

What will be the occupations of the 150 people to be employed at this DOMESTIC airport by November 2010?  How many people are employed at Goldson directly by the private entity running this INTERNATIONAL aiport?  

What kind of training will be provided for those people employed by the DOMESTIC airport?  Will the pilots of the Learjet, helicopters and other aircraft be Belizeans?  

We very much look forward to your reply.








Sincerely,


Peninsula Citizens for Sustainable Development, Ltd.
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By:



Mary Toy, Co-Chair
cc:
ACCSD


SCCSD


BACONGO


BELPO


The Reporter


The Amandala


Belize Airport Authority


Belize Civil Aviation


Tropic Air

