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3 March 2010
Craig Moore
Inspector of Mines/Geologist
Department of Geology and Petroleum
34-36 Unity Blvd.
Belmopan, Belize
Dear Mr. Moore:
We are writing pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, Chapter 13, Laws of Belize, Rev.Ed. 2003, (Amended 2008) [hereinafter FOIA], to request information on behalf of Peninsula Citizens for Sustainable Development, Ltd., a not-for-profit association concerned with the environmental protection throughout Belize, but particularly in the area of the Placencia Peninsula.  As mandated by the Act, we request that you provide us with (the following document(s)/document(s) containing the following information) within 14 days. 

1.  Documentation of amount of dredging/mining done at the Peninsula Club (private portion of the development connected with Dennis Johnson);
2.  Copies of any and all mining/dredging permits issued since 2006 to Marco Caruso or any entity connected with Mr. Caruso, including, as illustration, but not as a limitation, M.E.L. Limited, The Placencia Land and Development Company, Ltd, Rendezvous Island, Ltd., Placencia Estates and Romas, Ltd;

3.  Documentation of the amount of dredging done under any and all such permits referenced in no. 2 above;
4.  Documentation of sanctions issued against the developer for beach dredging at Copal Beach/The Placencia Hotel and Residences in 2008.
This information is all of the information “reasonably necessary to enable a responsible officer of the Ministry...to identify the document[s]” requested. See FOIA § 12 (2).

Where a document requested is exempt we expect pursuant to FOIA § 19 (1) that the agency “grant access to a copy of the document[s] with such deletions as to make the copy not an exempt document.” 

Where the Agency does not have a discreet form containing the information requested here, we expect, pursuant to FOIA §17 (1) (a)-(d), that the Agency provide “access in another form.”   Wherein the document would “unreasonably impair the agency,” “involve an infringement of copyright,” or physically damage the document itself, we expect that the Agency either provide a reasonable opportunity for people to inspect the document, provide a copy of the document, or transcribe any shorthand , codified, or audio recordings pursuant to FOIA § 17 (1) (a)-(d).

If the Agency does not possess the documents requested above, we request that the Agency transfer this request to the appropriate Agency, pursuant to FOIA § 13 (1) and (2), and notify us of the transfer for our documentation and for future reference.

If this request is insufficient in any way we expect that the Agency assist us in meeting the requirements of a FOIA request pursuant to Agency authority under FOIA § 12 (4).

If, for any reason, the Agency decides to reject our request, we expect to be notified within 14 days of this request and expect that the Agency provide the date of the rejection, the reason for the rejection, the name of the decision maker to whom we can appeal, and recognition of our right to appeal pursuant to FOIA § 21.  If the agency has not responded to our request 14 days after this submission, we will seek administrative review.

We look forward to receiving the above information at our office at General Delivery, Placencia Village, Belize.  








Sincerely,








Peninsula Citizens for Sustainable Development, Ltd.
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By:
Mary V. Toy, Co-Chair
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By:
Vincent Lopez, Co-Chair

cc:  Beverly Castillo


