	[image: image3.jpg]



	Peninsula Citizens for Sustainable Development

General Delivery, Placencia Peninsula, Belize

www.saveourpeninsula.org «» info@saveourpeninsula.org
011-501-523-4018 or 011-501-610-4718

	[image: image3.jpg]


FOIA Request
Rendezvous, Placencia North Airport, Crimson Park,
Red Moon, ECP extensions, Arabu, Peninsula Club

3 March 2010
Page 2 of 2









3 March 2010
Martin Alegria
Chief Environmental Officer
Department of the Environment

10/12 Ambergris

Belmopan, Belize
Dear Mr. Alegria
We are writing pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, Chapter 13, Laws of Belize, Rev.Ed. 2003, (Amended 2008) [hereinafter FOIA], to request information on behalf of Peninsula Citizens for Sustainable Development, Ltd., a not-for-profit association concerned with the environmental protection throughout Belize, but particularly in the area of the Placencia Peninsula.  As mandated by the Act, we request that you provide us with (the following document(s)/document(s) containing the following information) within 14 days. 

1.  Agency policy with respect to permits issued by other agencies in contravention of the terms of an environmental compliance plan (an ECP) between the Agency and a developer;
2.  Documentation of the current length of the runway under construction at the Placencia North Airport;
3.  Any and all amendments to the ECP for Crimson Park public subdivision in Placencia Village, Belize;

4.  Copies of all concept plans or other documents related to a request for approval of any casino, golf course or subdivision on the Placencia Lagoon submitted to DOE after the date of approval of Ara Macao Environmental Impact Assessment;

5.  Concept plans or other documents related to any request for approval of development(s) in Placencia Village submitted by Red Moon, or by or on behalf of Salvatore Zabaneh;
6.  Copy of all extensions of the ECPs for Ara Macao, Harvest Caye, False Caye, The Placencia Resort and Villas at Placencia;
7.  Documentation of the reason for not holding a public consultation for the Arabu Resort;
8.   Documentation of the reason for not requiring an EIA for the combined Peninsula Club and Crimson Park development;
9.  Agency policy with respect to the publication of limited level environmental studies (LLES) for public review and comment;

10.  Agency policy with respect to public consultations on LLES submitted to the Agency for review;

11.  All concept plans and LLES’ submitted to the Agency that have not been made available to the public for review and consultation for the Placencia Peninsula, the southern coast of Belize from Robinson’s Point to Barranco, or any caye at any location within Belize territorial waters;

12.  Status of approval process for any request for environmental approval of any processing plant for marine products, and copies of environmental applications made in connection with any such processing plants;

13.  Amendments to all ECPs for developments on the Placencia Peninsula since 2006.
The foregoing information is all of the information “reasonably necessary to enable a responsible officer of the Ministry...to identify the document[s]” requested. See FOIA § 12 (2).

If a document requested is exempt we expect, pursuant to FOIA § 19 (1), that the agency “grant access to a copy of the document[s] with such deletions as to make the copy not an exempt document.” 

If the Agency does not have a discreet form containing the information requested here, we expect, pursuant to FOIA §17 (1) (a)-(d), that the Agency provide “access in another form.”  Wherein the document would “unreasonably impair the agency,” “involve an infringement of copyright,” or physically damage the document itself, we expect that the Agency either provide a reasonable opportunity for people to inspect the document, provide a copy of the document, or transcribe any shorthand , codified, or audio recordings pursuant to FOIA § 17 (1) (a)-(d).
If the Agency does not possess the documents requested above, we request that the Agency transfer this request to the appropriate Agency pursuant to FOIA § 13 (1) and (2) and notify us of the transfer for our documentation and for future reference.

If this request is insufficient in any way we expect that the Agency assist us in meeting the requirements of a FOIA request pursuant to Agency authority under FOIA § 12 (4).

If, for any reason, the Agency decides to reject our request, we expect to be notified within 14 days of this request and expect that the Agency provide the date of the rejection, the reason for the rejection, the name of the decision maker to whom we can appeal, and recognition of our right to appeal pursuant to FOIA § 21.  If the agency has not responded to our request 14 days after this submission, we will seek administrative review.

We look forward to receiving the above information at our office at General Delivery, Placencia Village, Belize.  








Sincerely,








Peninsula Citizens for Sustainable Development, Ltd.
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By:
Mary V. Toy, Co-Chair
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By:
Vincent Lopez, Co-Chair
cc:  Beverly Castillo

